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Now Reservists and National Guardsmen
and women are coming home to a weak econ-
omy and record unemployment levels. Eight-
een percent of recently separated service-
members are currently unemployed. They are
disproportionately feeling the pinch of record
gas prices, housing foreclosures, and food
costs.

We have all heard from constituent
servicemembers who have returned home to
find their families in financial disarray. Many
reservists took a pay cut from their regular
jobs to serve overseas; others find that when
they are discharged, if they can find work,
they are returning home to lower salaries—in
many instances, lower than their combat pay.
Twenty five percent of servicemembers re-
tuning from Iraq or Afghanistan earn less than
$25,000 a year. Some veterans are driven to
homelessness—the VA estimates that there
are 1,500 homeless veterans of the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

The means test has a particularly adverse
impact on servicemembers. Most service-
members receive higher compensation in the
form of combat pay and have fewer expenses
while serving abroad, but upon leaving service
they face lower incomes and higher expenses.
Because the means test factors in a person’s
income and expenses for the six-month period
preceding the bankruptcy filing, a veteran’s in-
come is artificially inflated and expenses are
inaccurately low. As a result, veterans risk
having their chapter 7 case dismissed and
being forced to file under the stricter chapter
13.

The men and women of the National Guard
and Reserves have risked their lives to protect
us. If servicemembers, through no fault of their
own, end up in bankruptcy, they deserve pro-
tection from Congress. This bill brings us one
step closer to providing them with financial re-
lief when they come home from their service.

| would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to
Chairman CONYERS and Subcommittee Chair-
woman LINDA SANCHEZ for their commitment
to and work on this bill and to the minority
Committee Members for working with us to
find a compromise and get this bill on the floor
today. And again, | thank my colleague Con-
gressman ROHRABACHER, whose passion and
persistence on this issue have made him a
wonderful ally.

———

EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL JUS-
TICE ASSISTANCE GRANT PRO-
GRAM AUTHORIZATION
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HON. MARK E. SOUDER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 23, 2008

Mr. SOUDER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in strong support of H.R. 3546, a bill to author-
ize funding for the Edward Byrne Memorial
Justice Assistance Grant Program at fiscal
year 2006 levels—$1.095 billion—through
2012. As a cosponsor of this legislation, |
know the critical importance of Byrne-JAG
funding to law enforcement, and especially
drug task forces, throughout the United States.
Many of us remain deeply disappointed that
the program’s FY 2008 appropriation was cut
so drastically at the end of last year.

Byrne JAG provides needed funding to drug
task forces throughout my district. For exam-
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ple, the Allen County Drug Task Force relies
on this program’s funding to continue its work
with the FBI, DEA and ATF targeting drug traf-
fickers. As does the Indiana Multi-Agency
Group Enforcement (IMAGE), a drug-enforce-
ment team combining select law enforcement
from DeKalb, Noble, Steuben, and LaGrange
counties. In 2006 alone, IMAGE worked on
101 drug and prostitution cases, and seized il-
legal drugs valued at nearly $3 million. These
results speak for themselves, and they dem-
onstrate how critical it is to the safety of Hoo-
siers in northeast Indiana, as well as Ameri-
cans nationwide, that the Byrne JAG program
is fully-funded.

| was very upset when Congress cut Byrne-
JAG funding by 67 percent last December in
the FY 2008 Omnibus Appropriations Bill. If
the House doesn’t act quickly to restore this
key funding source, law enforcement pro-
grams throughout the Nation will certainly be
reduced—or eliminated—likely reversing hard-
won gains that have been made over the
years at the local level.

We have an opportunity with the FY 2008
Supplemental Appropriations bill to correct that
mistake, and | strongly urge the House to ac-
cept the Senate language restoring Byrne-JAG
funding for the current fiscal year. This meas-
ure is necessary in order for local law enforce-
ment agencies to continue their constant pur-
suit of criminals, especially drug dealers. We
will be taking a major step backward if we
don’t accept the Senate’s proposal. The long-
term effects of such a move are dangerous.

As we enter the general appropriations sea-
son for next fiscal year, | also urge the Appro-
priations Committee, and the House in gen-
eral, to fully fund this program in FY 2009.
The Byrne JAG program is a proven success
that strongly deserves reauthorization, and |
urge passage today of H.R. 3546.

————
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
press support for a resolution designating
September as Gospel Music Heritage Month.
This resolution recognizes the legacy of gos-
pel music for its invaluable and longstanding
contributions to the musical traditions of the
United States.

Let me begin by thanking Representative
JACKSON-LEE of Texas, the Recording Acad-
emy, and the Gospel Music Channel for all of
their support to pay homage to this influential
and inspirational genre of music. Gospel
music is truly an American classic that's gone
far too long without being recognized for the
significant impact it's made on our culture.

Whether it's swaying with the choirs, tapping
along with the quartets, or simply raising
hands to the rhythm of soul-stirring crooners,
gospel music is a cornerstone of the American
musical tradition. Gospel music is more than
the sounds that resonate in congregations on
Sundays; it's the musical thread that has
woven its influence throughout religious and
secular musical genres including rock and roll,
country, and rhythm and blues. From Ray
Charles and Elvis Presley to Aretha Franklin
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and Dolly Parton, many of America’s greatest
recording artists emerged through the histor-
ical art form of gospel.

While gospel may have its roots based in
the African-American traditions of Negro spir-
ituals, its reach has spanned not only across
the ages, but it has grown beyond its estab-
lished audience to achieve popular culture and
historic relevance across the globe. With its
use of choral singing in unison and harmony,
Gospel has emerged as a distinct category of
popular song, with its own supporting pub-
lishing and recording firms, and performers
appearing in sell-out concerts nationwide.

This resolution allows Members of Congress
to celebrate gospel’s rich heritage and honor
musical pioneers from the likes of Mahalia
Jackson and Sandi Patty, and the Hawkins
Family, very own constituents: Tramaine,
Edwin and Walter Hawkins. Additionally, it al-
lows Members of Congress to pay tribute to
this important American legacy and the role it
plays in the lives of millions.

Since Thomas Dorsey first stretched the
boundaries to create gospel music, choirs,
quartets, and powerful vocalists have been
singing this same song, albeit in different
styles and places. Gospel is here to stay, and
| urge all of my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this measure to honor the gospel com-
munity, and create a month designated to an-
nually acknowledge the “good news” it rep-
resents.

———————

MEDICARE IMPROVEMENTS FOR
PATIENTS AND PROVIDERS ACT
OF 2008

SPEECH OF

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 2008

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of HR 6331. This impor-
tant piece of legislation will delay the physician
payment cut, which is scheduled to go into ef-
fect on July 1.

It has been over a decade since the physi-
cian fee schedule was put in place to help
control increases in Medicare payments to
physicians.

The Medicare program reimburses physi-
cians who treat seniors using a complex for-
mula that is based on a number of factors.

Unfortunately, payments for physician serv-
ices matched the SGR and expenditure tar-
gets for only the first 5 years.

Since then, the actual expenditures have
exceeded the target by so much that the sys-
tem is no longer realistic.

As we have learned in recent years the for-
mula reduces payments to physicians when
the economy goes down—a time when doc-
tors are least able to absorb the extra costs.

These payment reductions have caused
many physicians to hold off on accepting new
Medicare patients, withdraw from the program,
or retire altogether.

In areas like mine that rely heavily on Medi-
care and Medicaid, we probably will not be in
a situation where doctors stop taking Medi-
care.

Rather, we will see access problems cre-
ated by attrition—where the gap created phy-
sician retirements is not filled by new crops of
doctors willing to take Medicare patients.
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